Chronic starvation impairs the effect of depressant drugs on CNS of rats.
Rats starved for 70 days, i.e. receiving 60% of food ingested by control rats, showed a shortened sleeping time after ethanol and pentobarbital and a reduction of the catatonic response to haloperidol. Conversely, acute 24 h food deprivation increased barbiturate and ethanol sleeping time but did not effect the catatogenic action of haloperidol.